att

TANGENT] — attainsble adj, attainableness, attainabil-
ity n

attainder /a'taynds/ n a penality enforced until 1870
by which sby sentenced to death or outlawry forfeited
his/her property and civil rights [ME attaynder, fr MF
ataindre to accuse, attain]

attainment />'taynmant/ n sthg attained; an accom-
plishment [arTAIN + -MENT]

attar /ata/ n a fragrant essential oil (e g from rose
petals); also a fragrance [Per ‘atir perfumed, fr Ar, fr
itr ]

‘attempt /a'tempt/ vt to make an effort to do, accom-
plish, solve, or effect, esp without success [L attemp-
tare, fr ad- + temptare 1o touch, try — more at TEmPT]
~ attemptable adj

2attempt n 1 the act or an instance of attempting; esp
an unsuccessful cffort 2 an attack, assault - often

S, T

" attend /a'tend/ vt 1 to take charge of; LOOK AFTER 2
10 go or stay with as a companion, nurse, or servant 3
to be present with; accompany, escort 4 to be present
at ~v 1ato apply oneself {~ to your work) b to deal

_with 2 to apply the mind or pay attention; heed USE
— often + to [ME attenden, fr OF atendre, fr L atten-
dere, lit., to stretch to, fr ad- + tendere to stretch — more
at THIN] — attender n

/3'tend(a)ns/ n 1 the number of people
attending 2 the number of times a person attends, usu
out of a possible maximum [ATTEND + -ANCE]

‘attendant /a'tend(3)nt/ adj sccompanying or follow-
ing as a consequence ;

*attendant n one who attends another to perform a
service; esp an employee who waits on customers {a car
park ~
attention /a'tensh(s)n/ n 1 attending, esp through
application of the mind to an object of sense or thought
2 consideration with a view to action 32 an act of
civility or courtesy, esp in courtship — usu pl b sympa-
thetic consideration of the needs and wants of others 4
a formal position of readiness assumed by a soldier ~
usu as a command [ME attencioun, fr L attention-,
attentio, fr attentus, pp of attendere] — attentional

adj

‘attentive /'tentiv/ adj 1 mindful, observant 2 solici-
tous 3 paying attentions (as if) in the role of a suitor
— attentively adv, attentiveness n

‘attenuate /a'tenyooayt/ vt 1to make thin 2 to lessen
the amount, force, or value of; weaken 3 to reduce the
severity, virulence, or vitality of ~ vJ to become thin or
fing; diminish [L artenuatus, pp of attenuare to make
thin, fr ad- + tenuis thin — more at THIN] - attenu-
ation n

2attenuate adj tapering gradually (an ~ Jeaf).
attest /o'test/ vt 1a to affirm to be true b to authenti-
cate esp officially 2 to be proof of; bear witness to 3
to put on oath ~ v/ to bear witness, testify — often + fo
[MF attester, fr L attestari, fr ad- + testis witness —
more at TESTAMENT] — attester n1, attestation n

attic /atik/ 7 a room or space immediately below the
roof of a building [F attigue low storey or wall above
an entablature, fr attique of Attica, fr L Articus; fr the
use of this feature in the Attic order of architecture]

1Attic adj (characteristic) of Attica or Athens [L
Adtticus, fr Gk Attikos, fr Attiké Attica, state of ancient
Greece]

2Attic n a Greek dialect of ancient Attica which became
the literary language of the Greek-speaking world

‘attire /o'tiea/ vi to put garments on; dress, array; esp

to clothe in fancy or rich garments [ME attiren, fr OF
atirier, fr a- (fr L ad-) + tire order, rank, of Gmc origin;
lkinloQElIrglory;nkinlodesgod—momn

DEITY]
2attire n dress, clothes; esp splendid or decorative cloth-

ing

attitude /atityoohd/ n 1 the arrangement of the parts
of a body or figure; a posture 2 a feeling, emotion, or
mental position with regard to a fact or state 3 a
manner assumed for a specific purpose 4 a ballet
position in which one leg is raised at the back and bent
at the knee 5 the position of an aircraft or sp ft
relative to a particular point of reference (eg the
horizon) [F, fr It attitudine, fr attitudine aptitude, fr
LL aptitudin-, aptitudo fitness, fr L aptus fit —~ more at
art] — attitudinal adj

attitudin-ize, -ise /ati'tyoohdiniez/ vi to assume an
affected mental attitude; pose

attorney />'tuhni/ n 1 sby with legal authority to act
for another 2 NAm a lawyer [ME attourney, fr MF
atorné, pp of atorner to agree to become tenant to a new
owner of the same property, fr OF, fr a- (fr L ad-) +
forner to tum] ~ attorneyship n

attorney ‘general n, pl attorneys general, attorney
generals often cap ARG the chief legal officer of a
nation or state

attract /s'trakt/ vz to cause to approach or adhere: e g
a to pull to or towards oneself or itself {2 magnet ~s
iron) b to draw by appeal to interest, emotion, or
nesthetic sense {(~ attention) ~ vi to possess or exer-
cise the power of attracting sthg or or sby {opposites
~ [ME attracten, fr L attractus, pp of attrahere, fr
ad- + trahere to draw — more at DrAW] - attractable adj,
attractor n, attractive adj, attractively adv, attractive-
ness n

attraction /s'traksh(3)n/ n 1 a characteristic that
elicits interest or admiration - usu pl 2 the action or
power of drawing forth a response (eg interest or
affection); an attractive quality 3 a force between
unlike electric charges, unlike magnetic poles, etc,
resisting separation 4 sthg that attracts or is intended
to attract people by appealing to their desires and tastes
[aTTRACT + -10N]

‘attribute /atribyooht/ n 1 an inherent characteristic
2 an object closely associated with a usu specified
person, thing, or office 3 a subordinate word or phrase
that grammatically limits the meaning of another; esp
an adjective [ME, fr L artributus, pp of attribuere to
attribute, fr ad- + tribuere to Lestow — more at TRIB-

UTE]

2attribute /3'tribyooht/ vz to reckon as originating in
an indicated fashion — usu + fo - attributable adj,
attributer n, attribution n ~ attribute to 1 to explain
by indicating as a cause 2 to regard as a characteristic
of (a person or thing)

attributive /3'tribyootiv/ adj 1 relating to or of the
nature of an attribute 2 directly preceding a modified
noun (¢ g city in city streets) - attributive n, attribu-
tively adv

attrition /a'trish(3)n/ n 1 sorrow for one’s sins arising
from fear of punishment 2 the act of rubbing together;
friction; also the act of wearing or grinding down by
friction 3 the act of ing or exhausting by
constant harassment or abuse {warof ~) [L attrition-,
attritio, fr attritus, pp of atterere to rub against, (r ad-
+ terere to rub —~ more at Turow; (1) ME attricioun, fr
(assumed) ML artrition-, attritio, fr L] — attritional
adj
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